USING THE globally ischaemic isolated guinea-pig heart we conducted studies to assess the role of activated neutrophils (PMNs) 
Introduction
The restoration of blood flow to the ischaemic myocardium via angioplasty, coronary bypass or fibrinolytic therapy has been shown to limit myocardial infarction and was thought to preserve ventricular function. However, at reperfusion the introduction of oxygen, cellular elements and, particularly, the neutrophil (PMN) into the ischaemic myocardium elicits a deleterious cascade of events which limit ventricular function and myocardial salvage. This phenomenon is called reperfusion injury. >4 Under normal conditions, the PMNs move along the vascular wall, but do not adhere. >7 However, the restoration of flow (reoxygenation) after an ischaemic period has been shown to cause an accumulation of PMNs in the ischaemic myocardium suggesting their role in reperfusion injury. 4 (approximately 15 min) the hearts were assigned to one of the treatment groups. Blood alone or 100/zM fMLP alone (n 6 each), infused as a 1% solution for 30 min, did not affect any of the parameters studied. In contrast, 100/,M fMLP and blood significantly decreased developed pressure (42 15% recovery) (Fig. 4) 
